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 What is this? Global Voices is a new media project using the power of new technologies to bring together people from around
the world to tell their stories. Click here to learn more. Rajaieh (بارئی) is located on the western shore of the Caspian Sea, right
across from Iran. It was founded by a man named Hassan Aliza, an engineer from Tehran, and has since grown into a town of
around 50,000 people. When Hassan Aliza and his son traveled to Tehran in search of work after the 2009 Green Revolution,

they were surprised by a news report about the death of Caspian Sea, which was linked to the fighting between the Iranian army
and the Iraqi Army. At that time, the only access to the Caspian Sea from Iran was through the Gulf of Oman. “It was a most

interesting news to me,” says Hassan Aliza. “The people were fighting each other in the Gulf of Oman and the Caspian Sea was
neglected by the public. That was a clear signal to me that the Caspian Sea has its own story, which was ignored for too long.”
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He founded a local organization called the Caspian Sea Movement to promote awareness of the Caspian Sea. One of the
organization’s first projects was a Caspian Sea Marathon in 2010, which attracted about a thousand runners from 13 countries.
“When people are involved in a race, they are very connected to each other. And that’s exactly what we wanted,” says Aliza.

“We wanted people to understand the Caspian Sea and each other. We wanted them to think, what is the Caspian Sea? And we
wanted to bring them together.” The Caspian Sea Marathon had a number of events leading up to the race day. They included

lectures by local and international speakers on different subjects relating to the Caspian Sea. A series of tours for local
schoolchildren took place to allow them to interact with their peers and understand the value of a common border and the

importance of maintaining it. They were also given opportunities to swim in the sea and see the wildlife. “If a student goes to
school with two children, one of them is going to the sea and another is going to the beach. The difference is that the sea has a

more educational role,” says Aliza 82157476af
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